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St. Joseph’s Church   Charlton MA 
10 H Putnam Road Ext. 

Charlton, MA 01507 



Dear Parishioners & Friends of St. Joseph’s 

By God’s good grace, I celebrate this year sixty years of ordination to the priesthood on December 

19.  Praise be to God. 

 I was the last of the old and the beginning of the new.  Born in 1936 like our Holy Father 

Pope Francis,  I was brought up and schooled in the pre-Vatican II Church. 

 There were 68 of us ordained that December day in a ceremony that lasted close to five 

hours.  During my first several months I presided at Mass and the sacraments in Latin.  When 

the church returned to the ancient tradition of Mass in the Vernacular (which the Latin language 

was for over a thousand years), I was charged with implementing the changes in my first regular 

assignment at St. Rose of Lima Parish.  The good pastor, Fr. John Morrissey, asked me, the new 

priest, to introduce and make the changes,  saying that he would sit with the congregation on the 

first weekend that Mass was in English. 

 Sharing a cup of coffee after Mass, I shall never forget what he said to me: “Father, that 

was the most prayerful and inspiring celebration.  This should have already been taking place.  

The church has cheated her people for 500 years!” 

 Our sacramental life in the church has become part of our lives as we take for granted the 

use of our spoken language as we worship God. 

 This significant change in the church’s life has helped to form me, as well as the many 

exciting things that followed:  The Cursillo; the concept of Stewardship; active involvement of lay 

people in the life of the Church and so much more. 

 I cannot help but look back in constant gratitude to God for His abiding presence and love.  

I am so grateful to my family, friends and loved 

ones who have been part of this awesome journey 

with me. 

As I think of it, most of my priesthood has been 

spent here at St. Joseph’s, thirty-three of sixty 

years, for which I am most grateful. 

The words of St. Teresa of Avila come to me: “Let 

nothing upset you, let nothing startle you….all 

things are passing.  God does not change; patience 

wins all it seeks.  Whoever has God has everything. 

God alone is enough.” 

Again, my deepest thanks to you for your 

continued love, support, encouragement, 

forgiveness, goodness and forbearance. 

We pray for one another in love, 

Fr. Bob Grattaroti 

 

(Picture of Fr. Bob holding baldacchino 

with Pope John XXIII, Easter 1963) 



 

CONVERSATIONS 
 

     Do you wake up in the morning asking yourself what day it is?  After you 
get that settled, do you wonder what is in store for the day and what you 
need to accomplish?  This could go on and on until we acknowledge that it is 
time to get up and set things in motion.  There will be various conversations 
throughout the day and what takes place will also depend on how well we are 
listening, even to ourselves. 
     This time of year, we begin to prepare for the holidays.  The conversations 
will change as things we need to do change.  Have you ever wondered what 
Mary and Joseph talked about?  You must remember that these were real life 
people living in a different time then ours.  They had everyday tasks to 
accomplish besides a few that God Himself would ask of them.  I am sure 
there were times when each one of them had a good, private conversation 
with themselves about what was taking place. 
     Imagine planning a trip so near to Mary’s delivery time when the edict 
went out for a census and the need for them to go to Bethlehem was 
required.  Joseph, as the protector, would try to do all he could to make things 
comfortable for Mary.  She would assure him she was okay, and each would 
do the best they could under the circumstances. 
     Upon their arrival in Bethlehem things did not get any better.  Joseph tried 
explaining what was happening and even the stable would feel comfortable to 
them when it was offered.  Mary’s time had come, and words of 
encouragement and love would be needed.  As the cries of the child filled the 
room the heavens were also filled with a multitude of angels offering their 
praise and thanksgiving.  Soon shepherds from the fields would start to gather 
to see what had taken place.  As Joseph watched all of this you can just 
picture him saying, “Mary, did you know?” 
     Her smile would be enough of an answer for him as she gently wrapped 
the child and placed Him in the manger.  They would quietly converse and 
marvel at what had taken place, and they would seek guidance from their 
God.  There would be much for them to do but for now the beauty of the 
night would rest upon them and a Silent Night would come to pass. 
 
                                 May you enjoy the peace of the Season, 
                                 Sister Agnes Patricia 
                                 Carmelite Sisters of the Eucharist 



N OV E M B E R  I S  T H E  M O N T H  O F  H O LY  S O U L S  
Please remember in your prayers, the following members and friends  
of our Parish who have died this past year and whom we remember  

in a special way at Mass Sunday, November 7th at 10:00 AM.   
A candle will burn at the altar for each of them. 

 

 Margaret Paquette, Russell Cournoyer, Janice Linkous, Estelle Caouette, Anna Pecore,  

Irma Latailee, Mark Doucimo, Edward Brewer, Cathy Kuehl, Gerald Lapierre,  
Roger Vasas, Richard Bricault, Judith Bricault, Francis Malinowski, Doris Trinque,  

Clarence Bachand, Carol Carrington, Jamie Camosse, George Scott Sr., Albert Bucharelli,  
Alma Scully, Joseph Silvestri, Teresa Thibeault, George Montville Jr., Alice Card,  

Mary Jane Smith, Barbara Murray, Donald Magee, Joan Holmes, Kadence Mondor.  
 

M AY  T H E Y  R E S T  I N  P E A C E  
  

A Prayer for All Souls in Purgatory  
  

Merciful Father, hear our prayer and console us. As we renew our faith in Your Son, whom 
You raised from the dead, strengthen our hope that all our departed brothers and sisters 

Will share in His resurrection, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit 
One God, for ever and ever.      Amen 

 

Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord.  
And let perpetual light shine upon them.  

May they Rest in Peace.  Amen. 

                                                                 

                 S H I N I N G  L I G H T S  
 

 This month’s Shining Light is Linda Shedd. Linda grew up in    
Worcester and spent her summers in Charlton. She has lived in 

Charlton for the past 41 years. Linda was married for 25 years and lost 
her husband in 2008. The loves of her life are her two granddaughters 

Henna and Macy. She also has a great grand dog she loves  
named Zoey. 

Our shining light tells us that St. Joseph’s Church in Charlton has 
always been her parish. The thing she likes most about our Church is 

the welcoming loving spirit of the priests and parishioners.  
Linda is very busy helping us here at St. Joseph’s Church as a 

Eucharistic Minister, in the Mary Martha guild, religious education and 
helping out in our parish office. She also does a lot of gardening here 
for both flowers and vegetables. When asked to help she never says 

no.  Outside of Church Linda enjoys boating, gardening at home, weight lifting with a  
personal trainer and caring for Zoey. 

When asked what advice she has for the parishioners of St. Joseph said, “Get involved and 
volunteer. You will get more out of it than you give.”  This is solid advice and we thank Linda for all 

she does.  
 



 St .  Joseph’s  Church —Charlton,  Ma  
 
 
 
  
  

 
Novemb er  

Monday,  Oc tob er  31 st  — All Saints Day Vigil Mass 7:00 PM 
Tuesday,  November 1st— All Saints Day: Mass 8:30 AM & 7 PM 

Sunday, November 6 th— Faithful Departed Mass at the 10:00 AM Mass 

Wednesday, November 9th  — Scott Shaffer-Duffy speaking on his book, “Nothing is 

Impossible” 

Saturday, November 12th –17th  — Parish Mission 

Sunday, November 20th — Thanksgiving Dinner after the 10:00 AM Mass in the church hall 

Sunday, November 20th    —  Ministry Fair after the 10:00 AM Mass in conjunction with       

    Thanksgiving Dinner. Ecumenical Service at 3:00 PM in the church 
Saturday/Sunday, November 19th  & 20st — Giving Tree Tags available in the  narthex
 Gifts should be returned the weekend of December 17th & 18th. 
Sunday, November 27h— Sign up in the narthex for decorating of 12 trees in front of the 
 Church.  Decorating takes place on your own before December 17th.  Make sure 
 your ornaments are visible and weather proof. 
 

Dec ember  
Friday/Saturday, December 2nd  & 3rd— Confirmation Retreat 
Sunday, December 4th — Confirmation Enrollment 10:00 AM 
Tuesday, December 7th— Feast of the Immaculate Conception (HOLY DAY) 7:00PM 
 Mass 
Wednesday, December 8 th— Feast of the Immaculate Conception (HOLY DAY) 
 8:30AM Mass & 7:00 PM 
Saturday, December 24th—4:00 PM Mass in both the Main Church & the Church Hall 
Sunday, December 24th — 10:30 PM Mass with Holy Family Tableau 

Sunday, December 25th—8:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 5:00 PM Mass  
Saturday, December 31st—4:30 PM Mass 
Sunday, January 2, 2022—8:00AM, 10:00 AM & 5:00 PM Mass 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

November is Stewardship Month 
 

So fitting for the month of Thanksgiving to be Stewardship Month.  We are a Stewardship parish-we 
strive to be generous with our time, talent, and treasure, which is a heartfelt response to our good and 

gracious God from whom all blessings flow. If you look around you may see evidence of that stewardship 
in the people around us who do so many big and small things to contribute to our parish and church 
family.  We thank you!  If you have a talent or have time that you would like to share please consider 
getting involved in a ministry or please support these by attending the parish events.  There will be a 

Ministry Fair at the Annual Thanksgiving Dinner, Sunday, November 20th, please come by and see what 
you may be interested in or you can contact Susan Montville 508-735-3269. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GOOD STEWARDSHIP 

 

Once again I find myself sitting here at my desk striving to gather my thoughts on the topic of 
stewardship. I always have to ask myself; “how do you impress upon the people of God the 

understanding that stewardship is not first and foremost about money?” Nothing could be further 
from the truth.   

The great truth of Stewardship is that it is the one way, the most important way, we all have as 
Christians to joyfully share the blessings we have been given through the mercy and love of our God. 
Stewardship is the vessel through which we, as followers of the risen Christ, share our Christian love 
with one another as we give, not only our money, but primarily the joy and love we all experience as 

true followers of the risen Christ, and the certain hope we all share.  
Authentic Christian Stewardship is so much more than just time, talent and treasure; it is a happiness 

we feel as we share our Christian love with one another in the very giving of self in service to each 
other.  

I cannot begin to tell you how many times new parishioners have told me how welcome they feel here 
at Saint Joseph’s Parish and how they sense real Christian joy through the welcoming smiles and 

kind and friendly words they hear from our worshiping community.  
You see, God calls us to have a joyful heart because of his love for us and because of the great hope 

we all share through our Lord Jesus Christ! 
Let me say this: If my wife Susan is never happy, if she is always sad and complaining, that reflects 

badly on me.  
If my Children are unhappy, if they are always down in the face, if their attitude is morose; then that 

reflects badly upon me.  
Well, it is the same thing when it comes to Christians. If Christians go around with a sad face, with a 

bad attitude, it reflects badly on Christ. 
Cranky Christians are a bad witness! You know what I mean; you look at them and they look like 

they’ve been sucking on a sour pickle. You know the kind I’m talking about? I can certainly tell you, 
from my vantage point on Sundays, many times it is as if we are in the middle of the Lenten season, 

or a funeral Mass.  
Cranky Christians – they are a bad witness for Jesus! 

And so, embrace the true meaning of stewardship, by putting a smile on your face and a song in your 
heart, and remember that true joy comes in the giving of self. 

May our Lord and God continue to bless us with His love and grace, as we seek to share our love and 
gifts with each other, in order that we may truly be known as authentic Christian Stewards.  

Stewardship is the Christian way of life, 
Many Hands make the Burden Light. 

Deacon Steve  



 

  



 EDGE DATES: 
November : Unit on “The Meaning of “ME” 

  

November 1st: All Saints Day /Mass  

November 8th: EDGE BOOK /Why am I Here? 

November 15th EDGE BOOK / What does it mean to be human? 

SERVICE NIGHT: Thanksgiving Baskets 

November 22nd: EDGE BOOK/ Does my Body Matter? 

November 29th: EDGE BOOK/ What makes me unique? 

 

December: Unit on “The Meaning of Me”(cont’d) 

December 6th: EDGE Book/ “Why Should I live a Good Life?”  

Celebrate the Feast Day  
of Saint Nicholas 

December 13th EDGE SERVICE/SOCIAL NIGHT 

Spread The Christmas Joy!! – Wrap Gifts 

Have a Potluck Dinner during wrapping 

December 20th: EDGE BOOK / Where am I going? 

 

WINTER BREAK 12/21/22 – 01/02/23 

CLASS RESUME 01/03/23 

Knight of Columbus News 
 

Dear Parishioners,   
The Knights of Columbus Council 11379 has  

decided to discontinue the selling of Christmas 
Trees.  We want to thank you for the many 
years  of support with purchasing our trees. 

God Bless You 
K of C Council 11379– St. Joseph’s 

 
Winter Coats 

The Knight’s of Columbus will be purchasing 
and distributing coats for our Coat’s for Kids 
Campaign.  We ask you to help us with any 

monetary donation’s that you can give. 
God Bless You 

K of C Council 11379– St. Joseph’s 

First Saturday Mass 
 

Our Lady of Fatima explains how First Satur-
days of every month (for five or more months 
in a row) could be used to bring peace to the 

world. Along with: Praying the Rosary daily, go-
ing to confession, Consecrate ourselves and 

specifically Russia to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. 

 
We are so grateful to Fr. Charlie for celebrating 

The First Saturday Mass for us. 
Please join us each first 
Saturday of the month 
at 8:00 AM for Mass. 

 



 

 



W E E K E N D  M A S S  I S  C E L E B R AT E D   
Saturday at 4:30 PM  and  Sunday at 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM and 5:00 PM  

Mass can be heard from your car in the parking lot by Tuning in to 89.5FM   

OR follow Mass via a Live Stream from ourwebsite or our Facebook page.  
  

W E E K DAY  M A S S  I S  C E L E B R AT E D   
Monday—Friday  at 8:30 AM    

Return Service Requested 

 

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

CHARLTON CITY, MA 
PERMIT #5 

St. Joseph’s Church  
10 H. Putnam Ext. 
P. O. Box 338 
Charlton City, MA  01508 

2022 Christmas Schedule  
 

Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24, 2022 
4:00 PM Mass in the Main Church  

4:00 PM Mass down stairs in the Church Hall 
10:30 PM Mass with Holy Family Tableau 

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25, 2022 
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM  & 5:00PM Christmas Mass  

 
New Year’s Mass Schedule 

New Year’s Eve, Saturday, December 31, 2022 
Mass at 4:30 PM  

New Year’s Day, Sunday, January 1, 2022 
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM  & 5:00PM  

 

G I V I N G  T R E E  TA G S  
are available in late November! 

 

 

ANNUAL PARISH  
THANKSGIVING DINNER 
Sunday, November 20th 
after the 10:00 AM Mass  

All are welcome to attend this free, 
traditional meal with all the fixings. 

https://www.stjosephscharlton.com/

